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genuine, and not merely verbal, it will lead him to
conduct of the kind I have described."

" But surely," interrupted Leslie, " you have no
right to assume that a disbelief in a general Good,
however genuine, necessarily involves a sheer egoism
in conduct? For a man might find that his own
Good consisted in furthering the Good of other
people ; and in that case of course he will try to
further it"

" But," I replied, " on our hypothesis there is no
Good of other people. Each individual, we agreed,
has his Good, but there is no Good common to all.
And thus we could have no guarantee that in
furthering the Good of one we are also furthering
that of others. So that even supposing a man to
believe that his own Good consists in furthering the
Good of others, yet he will not be able to put his
belief into practice, but at most will be able to
help some one man, with the likelihood that in so
doing he is thwarting and injuring many others.
Though, therefore, he may not wish to be an egoist,
yet he cannot work for a common Good ; and that
simply because there Is no common Good to work
for." ,

At this point Parry, who had been sitting silent
during the discussion, probably because of its some-
what abstract character, suddenly broke in upon it as
follows. He had a great fund of optimism and what
is sometimes called common sense, which to me was
rather pleasant and refreshing, though some of the
others, and especially Leslie and Ellis, were apt,
I think, to find it irritating. His present speech was
characteristic of his manner.